Senators Want Tighter Grip on CIA, More Disclosure 

X 1 \ ,'Tf/ . ■ ; _ $' ii*n LVnnrlruvi r\C Infnrmfl. 


2jy !&v 

By George Lardner Jr. 

» Washinaton Post 8taft Writer 

The Senate Intelligence Committee 
is planning to introduce its own char- 
ter for the CIA today after reaching 
an impasse with the Carter adminis- 
tration. 

Of several disagreements the big- 
gest boils down to a question Of “exec- 
utive privilege,” according to both ad- 
ministration and congressional 
sources. , 

The White House, sources said, is 
willing to grant Congress the legal 
rights to demand information about 
U.S. intelligence activities Ranking 
•members of the Senate committee con- 
sider this crucial to proper oversight of 
the nation’s intelligience agencies. They 
also want a broader pledge of advance 
notice of covert operations than Presi- 
dent Carter is willing to provide by law. 

The senators also want to prohibit 
the paid use of American academics, 
journalists and clergymen as intelli- 
gence agents. Carter does not want 
any legislation on the issue beyond 
perhaps some hortatory language 
about the importance of maintaining 
the “independence” of the three pro- 
fessions. 

Both sides have agreed to paper 


over the differences when Sens. Wal 
ter D. Huddlestone (D.-Ky.) and 
Charles McC Mathias (R.-Md.) intro- 
duce a committee-proposed charter 
for the intelligence community this af- 
ternoon. The administration has re- 
portedly agreed to send up a letter 
voicing its approval of “a vast major- 
ity” of the provisions in the bill and 
expressing confidence that remaining 
differences can be worked out 

After working for nearly two years 
on a draft, The White House will not 
send up a charter of its own but will 
seek instead to tailor the Senate biU 
more to its liking. “There is much 
more agreement than disagreement” 
between the two sides, said a govern- 
ment lawyer. 

The White House and the Senate 


committee have agreed on provisions 
that would: 

• Allow the FBI, as part of its coun 
ter-intelligence operations in this 
county, to conduct “black bag jobs” 
(burglaries) and to open mail in cases 
involving suspected terrorists or 
agents of foreign powers. Such activi- 
ties would be authorized by secret 
warrants issued by a special court. 

• Permit the CIA to conduct bur- 
glaries and carry out wiretaps against 
Americans abroad — even if they are 
not suspected of any wrongdoing — 
to obtain intelligence information the 
government thinks it should have. 
These activities would also have to be 
authorized by the special court. 

• End public access to countless CIA 
and other intelligence agency docu- 
ments by creating a virtually blanket 


exemption in the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act for operational intelligence 
files. 

• Cut off reporting of covert opera- 
tions to any congressional committees 
except the Senate and House Intel- 
ligence panels. 

Of the three major areas of dis- 
agreement, Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee Chairman Birch Bayh (D-Ind-j 
says: “We may have a standoff Then 
we’ll just to have to see where the 
votes are.” 

Huddleston said he felt there was 
still ‘room for an accommodation.” 

The Senate committee reportedly 
w ? ants an explicit, statutory right of 
“full access” to any intelligence 
agency files- Carter is said to feel this 
would encroach on his executive 
powers and does not want an ‘•obliga- 
tion to share government secrets with 
Congress written Into law. 

The senators also want “prior no- 
tice” of significant covert operations, 
but the president is opposed to such a 
rule unless acceptable language pro- 
viding for exceptions can be drafted. 

Bayh said yesterday that he feit 
enough concessions to the administra- 
tion have been made already and that 
strong congressional oversight author- 
ity was “indispensable.” 







